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Confirmation of the CKOHT Physician Co-Chair
The CKOHT is happy to introduce our new Physician Co-Chair!
Dr. Briana Yee-Providence - Physician Co-Chair: is a
Family Physician who joined the Chatham-Kent Family
Health Team (CKFHT) in 2015 at the Dresden location where
she currently practices. She has had extensive experience
working in rural settings as a family physician both in the
outpatient and inpatient settings, as a medical director for
Since

long term care, and in a busy urgent care facility in the USA.
returning home to Ontario she has continued to practice

comprehensive Family Medicine in both the outpatient and hospital setting.
She has continued to expand her experience in healthcare administration as
the Vice Lead of the CKFHT, as Primary Care Lead with Ontario Health, and
Medical Director of the COVID Assessment Center in CK. Dr. YeeProvidence joins the already confirmed Primary Care Lead and Patient and
Family Advisor Lead Co-Chairs for then CKOHT.
Sheila Satchell - Patient & Family Advisor Co-Chair: As a Patient
Advisor, Sheila provides a critical patient perspective which are reflected in
the CKOHT decision making and program planning. Sheila is pleased to be
assisting in the transformation of our healthcare systems within CK.
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Chatham-Kent Family Health Team. Heather is excited about the important
work of the CKOHT and is looking forward to working with the community
and the partners to help establish a wholistic approach to healthcare.

Rural Pop-Up Covid-19 Vaccine Clinics: A Collaborative
Success
At the end of May/beginning of June, several rural-based pop-up vaccine
clinics demonstrated a health equity approach by bringing vaccines to
local residents close to home. A dedicated group of individuals from
Family Health Teams, Community Health Centres, Public Health, CKOHT
and led by Dr. Vishal Chawla ensured the clinics ran smoothly.
The pop-up vaccine clinics administered:
198 vaccines in Tilbury,
189 vaccines in Wallaceburg, and
182 vaccines in Ridgetown.

WeSpeak: An Incredible Patient-Centred Tool
Recently, across many health care providers in Chatham-Kent, the
CKOHT purchased iPads and equipment with WeSpeak translation
technology enabled. The purpose of WeSpeak is to ensure all patients
receive high quality care regardless of the language they speak or sign
by providing professional translators for health care appointments.
CKHA had a recent WeSpeak success story with a patient who only spoke
Thai attending an appointment at the hospital. The
WeSpeak translator was able to speak in Thai to fully explain
the procedure that was about to occur so that the patient
understood the procedure and many other aspects of the visit.
The patient had many questions that the WeSpeak translator
was able to answer for him. During the visit, the patient also
requested access to his medical records. A staff member from
Health Records came up to the unit to attain consent for releasing
his medical information to him and he was able to obtain his
medical records before leaving the hospital. Staff who were in
the circle of care indicated that the unit/workflow/translator
was very smooth and easy to use. The health care team indicated that
WeSpeak is an amazing service and support the use of it for both staff and
patients. Overall, this is a great success story of the difference WeSpeak is
making for patients and families!

CKOHT is Hiring a Health and Social Equity Specialist!
The Health and Social Equity Lead coordinates, assists,
and advances the work of the CKOHT in improving the
health and well-being outcomes of the entire Chatham-Kent
population.
The Health and Social Equity lead reports to the Executive Transformation
Lead of the Chatham-Kent Ontario Health Team and is expected to
collaborate across the Working Groups, Sub working groups, and partners
of the CKOHT.
This position is being offered as a contract position, until March 31st 2021,
with the opportunity for an extension pending confirmation of funding
The Chatham-Kent OHT recognizes the value of lived experience.
We welcome applicants who self-identify as a member of a racial, ethnic,
cultural equity deserving group or acquired lived experiences as a member
of one, or several, marginalized groups.
We are open to reviewing applications from individuals with unique
backgrounds or experiences.
Deadline to submit an application is Friday July 2nd.
To learn more about the position and to apply:
https://erecruit.ckha.on.ca/eRecruit/VacancyDetail.aspx?
VacancyUID=000000005493
Please help us promote this job posting by sharing widely within your
contacts.

Strategic Plan Update
In May multiple engagements occurred to inform the CKOHT 2021-2024
Strategic Plan. These were conducted with: physicians, those working in the
health, social, community, home care, education, municipal government
sectors as well as residents, caregivers, patients and their families. There
were a total of:
● 15 focus groups with 91 internal partner participants
● 4 broad community engagement sessions with 73 participants
● 349 people identified health care priorities via Thought Exchange”
● 1762 surveys completed by members of the public
A few key stats from the CKOHT survey:
Pandemic Effect on Survey Respondents' Domains of Health:
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Future Health Care Priorities Identified by Survey Respondents:
increased access to primary care
increased access to mental health services
reduction in time to receive services
reduction in avoidable ED visits

The Strategic Plan is currently being drafted and will be ready to share
more widely late Summer 2021. The survey provides local data from 1762
participants on their local health care experiences, pandemic effects' on
health, health care priorities, needs and desires for digital health, barriers to
accessing health care, and future opportunities. If you would like a copy of
the survey results, please email info@ckoht.ca

Our Phase 1 Partners
Thank You &
Happy Summer
Thank you to everyone who has worked
so tirelessly throughout this past year
during the pandemic. We appreciate all of
your hard work you do to keep residents in
CK

happy

and

healthy.
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CKOHT, we hope you have some down
time this summer for some rest and
relaxation.

How to Book Your
Covid-19 Vaccine
Appointment
Eligible
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appointment at www.GetYourShotCK.ca.
If you prefer to use the phone, please
call 519-351-1010 and leave a message.
Someone will call you back in a few days
to book your appointment.

Questions? Contact Melissa Sharpe-Harrigan,
Executive Transformation Lead, CKOHT
Melissa.Sharpe-Harrigan@ckoht.ca
Website: www.CKOHT.ca

